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BAKERSFIELD - How much is your old wood-burning stove worth to you? 

The Valley Air District is willing to pay up to $800 if you trade in your old pellet or wood burning stove for a natural gas version. 

It's part of their Burn Cleaner, Fireplace and Woodstove Change-Out program. 

Air district officials said recycling your old fireplace or stove can significantly decrease air pollution in the valley. 

"It really does help the air, changing out 20 old stoves for new ones saves a ton of particles a day," said Brenda Turner, San Joaquin Valley Air District. "That really adds up and makes a difference.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Manufacturers Announce a New Phase I Partnership Agreement to Cut Smoke From Outdoor Wood Furnaces  **HPBA**
PR Newswire & Earthtimes.org 

HPBA
January 29, 2007
ARLINGTON, Va., Jan. 29 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Beginning this spring, consumers will be able to select cleaner burning outdoor wood-fired hydronic heaters (OWHHs) to heat their homes, thanks to a new partnership between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the furnace manufacturers. The voluntary program, announced today, called the EPA Outdoor Wood-fired Hydronic Heater Program, is expected to reduce OWHH emissions sooner than would have been accomplished by federal regulation. (OWHHs are also called outdoor wood furnaces.)

"Outdoor wood furnace manufacturers are committed to promoting and selling cleaner products, and we expect most of our member manufacturers to participate in the new partnership," said Jack Goldman, president of the Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association (HPBA). "The availability of cleaner furnaces will allow consumers to feel even better about choosing this renewable, convenient alternative for heating their homes."

The rapid increase in the cost of home heating has resulted in a great deal of interest in affordable and renewable residential biomass (biofuels), including heating with OWHHs. These outdoor furnaces are freestanding units that provide heat and hot water to a home by burning wood. The units use the wood to heat water, which is then circulated to and from a home through underground, insulated piping. Once inside the home, the heated water circulates through heat exchangers, radiant floor tubing or radiators, providing heat.

"The program is a result of more than two years of collaboration between EPA, HPBA, outdoor wood furnace manufacturers, state regulators, testing labs and other stakeholders," said Goldman. "This new partnership effort, combined with proper installation and following the industry's best burn practices, will provide consumers with cleaner heating appliances that use a renewable, affordable energy source."

About Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association (HPBA)

The Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association based in Arlington, VA, is the North American industry association for manufacturers, retailers, distributors, representatives, service firms and allied associates for all types of hearth, barbecue and patio appliances, fuels and accessories. The association provides professional member services and industry support in education, statistics, government relations, marketing, advertising and consumer education. There are more than 2,700 members in the HPBA.

Central Boiler Develops Cleaner Outdoor Wood Furnace Tested According to New U.S. EPA Guidelines - More Stringent Than for Indoor Wood Stoves 

Earthtimes.org 

January 29, 2007 

Central Boiler 

GREENBUSH, Minn., Jan. 29 /PRNewswire/ -- Central Boiler today announced it has developed the new e-Classic, next-generation outdoor wood furnace. This furnace was tested by an EPA-accredited laboratory using the new test guidelines under Phase I of the EPA Outdoor Wood-fired Hydronic Heater Program just announced by the EPA.

Under the new program's test guidelines, four separate test burns are required. The total emissions from the four tests performed on the Central Boiler e-Classic were less than the maximum amount allowed under the program.

Earlier this month, Central Boiler signed a partnership agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to promote the manufacture and sale of cleaner outdoor wood furnaces. Central Boiler worked closely with ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials) and EPA on establishing testing standards for outdoor wood furnaces.

"The e-Classic's Fusion combustor makes it possible to pass these tests and still have more than a 24-hour burn time on a single load of wood, an important advantage of outdoor wood furnaces," says Dennis Brazier, CEO of Central Boiler. "This is a significant accomplishment. This next-generation furnace is the result of years of development and we are very proud of this progress."

The EPA program's test guidelines use test Method 28 OWHH. This test is more stringent than the EPA's Phase II NSPS (New Source Performance Standards) certification for indoor wood stoves. In order to pass under the new EPA guidelines (test Method 28 OWHH), an outdoor wood furnace must burn wood about 20 percent cleaner than a non-catalytic indoor wood stove does to meet its certification program (Phase II NSPS), according to Central Boiler.

Outdoor wood furnaces offer a safe, economical, environmentally responsible heating alternative, and they reduce our dependence on foreign oil and help preserve fossil fuels. Wood is a totally renewable resource which, when burned, results in no net increase in greenhouse gas emissions (carbon dioxide). The new EPA guidelines provide an opportunity to manufacture and promote cleaner technology that is even more environmentally friendly.

Initial limited production of Central Boiler's next-generation furnace models will start after the EPA label is available under this program. By 2008, Central Boiler expects that they will have more models available that meet this guideline.

Central Boiler is a leading manufacturer of quality outdoor wood, wood pellet and corn furnaces. They have been manufacturing outdoor furnaces for 23 years. They also manufacture a line of highly efficient direct vent gas fireplaces under their Central Fireplace division. Central Boiler has a sales and dealer network established throughout the United States and Canada. 

EPA, Industry Launch Agreement for Cleaner Outdoor Wood Heaters **HPBA**
U.S. EPA.gov (press release) - Washington,DC

January 29, 2007 

(Washington, D.C. - Jan. 29, 2007) Under a voluntary partnership agreement with EPA, key manufacturers have agreed to make cleaner outdoor wood-fired heaters available for purchase this year. Outdoor wood-burning units provide heat and hot water for homes and other buildings. The new heaters will be about 70 percent cleaner than models currently on the market.

"This partnership, along with efforts from Northeast states, will provide consumers with a choice to purchase cleaner outdoor wood heaters and communities with tools to take action now," said Bill Wehrum, acting assistant administrator for EPA's Office of Air and Radiation. "Beginning this spring, consumers can look for the orange hang tag to identify new wood heaters that are both more efficient and less polluting." 

Outdoor wood-fired heaters also are called outdoor wood boilers, outdoor wood furnaces, or outdoor wood-fired hydronic heaters. Use of the heaters has increased in recent years, prompting complaints about smoke and concern about the particle pollution the units produce.

Ten manufacturers -- which make 80 percent of the units sold in the United States -- have joined the partnership, agreeing to bring at least one unit meeting new performance specifications to market beginning in the spring of 2007. The cleaner models will be marked by an orange hang tag showing that a unit meets the requirements of the program.

EPA developed the voluntary program with input from heater manufacturers, states and the Hearth Patio & Barbecue Association, an industry trade group. 

In addition to leading development of the voluntary agreement, EPA provided technical and financial support to a coalition of Northeast states for the development of a model rule that state and local governments can use to address wood heater use in their areas. That coalition, Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM), is making the model rule available today. 

The manufacturers agreeing to make cleaner outdoor wood heaters are: Aqua-Therm, Black Bear/Clean Wood Heat, Burns Best, Central Boiler, Hardy Manufacturing Co., Heatmor, Mahoning Outdoor Furnace, Pro-Fab Industries, Woodmaster /Northwest Manufacturing, and Sequoyah Paradise. 

Under the voluntary partnership agreement, the new models must emit no more than 0.6 pounds (particle pollution per million BTUs of heat input, i.e., wood burned). The models must be tested by an accredited third-party laboratory to verify that they meet these levels. 

EPA pushes for cleaner wood-fired heaters **HPBA**
Earthtimes.org

January 29, 2007

WASHINGTON, Jan. 29 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said Monday it will encourage manufacturers to produce cleaner wood-fired heaters.

Ten companies that make up 80 percent of all wood-fired heaters sold in the United States are partnering with the EPA together with the Hearth Patio & Barbecue Association. The companies are: Aqua-Therm, Black Bear/Clean Wood Heat, Burns Best, Central Boiler, Hardy Manufacturing Co., Heatmor, Mahoning Outdoor Furnace, Pro-Fab Industries, Woodmaster /Northwest Manufacturing and Sequoyah Paradise.

They will be working together to produce units that will be about 70 percent cleaner in addition to being more energy-efficient than models currently on the market. The cleaner models should be available this spring and will be marked with orange hang tags to show they meet the requirements of the EPA program. 

Wood boiler makers agree to standards  **HPBA**
Bangor Daily News - Bangor,ME
January 30, 2007 

Kevin Miller

Nearly a dozen manufacturers, including one from Millinocket, have agreed to sell less-polluting outdoor wood boilers by spring under a voluntary program negotiated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Federal regulators announced the voluntary program Monday, the same day that a coalition of air quality officials from Northeastern states unveiled model rules that would enable governments to clamp down on pollution emissions from the controversial furnaces.

All of this comes weeks before the Maine Legislature is expected to take up several measures dealing with the boilers, which have grown in popularity in recent years as homeowners seek cheaper fuel alternatives to heating oil and natural gas.

Under the EPA’s voluntary program, 10 manufacturers have agreed to begin selling at least one boiler model by spring 2007 that emits no more than 0.6 pounds of particulate matter per million British thermal units (BTUs) contained in the wood fuel.

That represents a 70 percent reduction in emissions over most models on the market today, according to the EPA. The participating manufacturers, which include Millinocket-based Clean Wood Heat LLC, account for more than three-quarters of all outdoor wood boilers sold in the U.S.

Clean Wood Heat says one of its Black Bear models already burns as cleanly as some EPA certified indoor wood stoves which must meet much more stringent requirements than the voluntary ones for outdoor boilers.

The Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management, meanwhile, released model rules Monday that will enable states and local governments to require even cleaner boilers. Several Maine communities, including Millinocket, have adopted or are considering restrictions on the wood boilers.

NESCAUM’s model rules, if enacted by a state or community, would ban the sale or installation after March 2008 of boilers that emit more than 0.44 pounds of soot per million BTUs. The rules also propose an even tougher emissions standard after March 2010.

"This partnership, along with efforts from Northeast states, will provide consumers with a choice to purchase cleaner outdoor wood heaters and communities with tools to take action now," Bill Wehrum, acting assistant administrator for EPA's Office of Air and Radiation, said in a statement.

David Littell, commissioner of the Maine Department of Environmental Protection, described the EPA’s voluntary standards as a step in the right direction but likely still too loose for the state’s purposes.

The DEP is seeking legislative authorization to begin drafting rules regulating boiler emissions. The department would likely work from the NESCAUM model, which DEP staff members helped develop, Littell said.

"This is the position that we wanted to be in, to have a common regulatory approach across the Northeast," Littell said.

It is unclear how the EPA’s voluntary program or NESCAUM’s proposed regulations will affect debate over the wood boilers. Boilers that meet the emissions standards under either scenario, while cleaner than most current models, could still pump significantly more pollution into the air than other furnaces. 

Under the EPA’s voluntary standards, for instance, boilers could still emit roughly 95 grams of particulate matter, or soot, per hour. By comparison, new indoor wood stoves are required to emit between 4 and 7.5 grams of soot per hour under EPA standards. Oil and natural gas furnaces, on the other hand, generally emit less than 0.02 grams hourly.

Norm Anderson with the Maine chapter of the American Lung Association said his organization wants any rules to govern both new and existing boilers.

"We’re reviewing both of these … but concerns still remain at least with the EPA program and possibly with the NESCAUM one," Anderson said.

Representatives of boiler manufacturers praised the EPA program.

Jack Goldman, president of the Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association, said in a statement that manufacturers are committed to selling a clean product.

"This new partnership effort, combined with proper installation and following the industry's best burn practices, will provide consumers with cleaner heating appliances that use a renewable, affordable energy source," he said.

Outdoor Wood Heaters Just Got Environmentally Friendly  **HPBA**
Axcess News

January 29, 2007
(AXcess News) Washington - Due to the high cost of energy, outdoor wood heater use is on the rise and so the Environmental Protection Agency has gotten together with manufacturers who have agreed to make at least one model each that will comply to EPA standards.  The new environmentally friendly wood heaters are to be made available to the public in the first quarter of this year.

Outdoor wood-burning units provide heat and hot water for homes and other buildings. The new heaters will be about 70 percent cleaner than models currently on the market.

"This partnership, along with efforts from Northeast states, will provide consumers with a choice to purchase cleaner outdoor wood heaters and communities with tools to take action now," said Bill Wehrum, acting assistant administrator for EPA's Office of Air and Radiation. "Beginning this spring, consumers can look for the orange hang tag to identify new wood heaters that are both more efficient and less polluting."

Outdoor wood-fired heaters also are called outdoor wood boilers, outdoor wood furnaces, or outdoor wood-fired hydronic heaters. Use of the heaters has increased in recent years, prompting complaints about smoke and concern about the particle pollution the units produce.

Ten manufacturers - which make 80 percent of the units sold in the United States - have joined the partnership, agreeing to bring at least one unit meeting new performance specifications to market beginning in the spring of 2007. The cleaner models will be marked by an orange hang tag showing that a unit meets the requirements of the program. 

EPA developed the voluntary program with input from heater manufacturers, states and the Hearth Patio & Barbecue Association, an industry trade group. 

In addition to leading development of the voluntary agreement, EPA provided technical and financial support to a coalition of Northeast states for the development of a model rule that state and local governments can use to address wood heater use in their areas. That coalition, Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM), is making the model rule available today. 

The manufacturers agreeing to make cleaner outdoor wood heaters are: Aqua-Therm, Black Bear/Clean Wood Heat, Burns Best, Central Boiler, Hardy Manufacturing Co., Heatmor, Mahoning Outdoor Furnace, Pro-Fab Industries, Woodmaster /Northwest Manufacturing, and Sequoyah Paradise. 

Under the voluntary partnership agreement, the new models must emit no more than 0.6 pounds (particle pollution per million BTUs of heat input, i.e., wood burned). The models must be tested by an accredited third-party laboratory to verify that they meet these levels

Letters: Customers pay price for lack of wood pellets

Statesman Journal - Salem,OR

January 30, 2007
Yes, it is true that there is a wood-pellet shortage (none available from Eugene to Portland). I called a local pellet distributor around Jan. 15 regarding their next shipment for time and date, and upon arriving a half-hour early found the shipment was sold out.

A wood-pellet stove is the main heat source for my wife, who is taking care of her ailing mother. The electric and gas bill has doubled, and to be jerked around is not right.

The next shipment is Feb. 12; maybe I'll pitch a tent the night before. Both of them haven't had any pellets for three weeks now. Thanks a lot.

Kevin L. Farrell, Salem

Woman is up to her ears in eco-friendly heating fuel 

Cleveland Plain Dealer - Cleveland,OH 

January 30, 2007

Karen FarkasPlain

Mantua Township- For most people, it takes a lot more than chicken feed to pay the monthly heating bill. For Carole Pollard, chicken feed is exactly what it takes. 

Pollard burns corn to heat her home. The bill for a cold month of winter: about $225. 

A furnace in the basement of her small ranch home hums as kernels of corn are fed from a plastic hopper via two augers. A combustion blower acts like little bellows, and the corn burns with heat intense enough to keep the house a steady 70 degrees. 

People are discovering corn as a fuel because of its low cost and energy value, said Harold Keener, a professor at Ohio State University's Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center in Wooster. 

"It can be clean-burning and is readily available," he said. 

It has heat energy close to that of wood, according to researchers. 

Pollard, a retired English professor, heard about corn-burning furnaces from her brother, Dave, who is a farmer, when she was planning to build her home. 

She chose the corn-burner as an environmentally friendly alternative for heating the house, not as a bid to save money. 

The corn furnace cost about $1,100 more than the heating-oil alternative, she said. But the corn burns cleaner than the heating oil. 

"You don't breathe fumes, and this was what I could afford to be environmentally green," she said. 

Carbon monoxide detectors provide measure of security

Southeast Missourian (Cape Girardeau, MO)

January 30, 2007

Rudi Keller  

In July, an 81-year-old Cape Girardeau woman passed out at her kitchen table and died, the victim of carbon monoxide sucked into her home through an air conditioner attached to her garage. She had left the car running and forgotten about it. 

In January 2006, thirty-two inmates in F-pod of the Cape Girardeau County Jail were evacuated when the inmates -- and shortly thereafter their jailers -- began complaining of headaches and nausea. Unusual winds caused heating vents to malfunction and carbon monoxide was sucked into the jail. 

When ice storms struck Missouri in December, dozens of people in the St. Louis area forced to use portable generators or alternative heat sources were treated at hospitals for carbon monoxide poisoning. Two people died trying to heat their home by burning charcoal in a cooking wok. 

Whether such incidents represent most of the problem from carbon monoxide, or CO as it is commonly known, or just the tip of a much larger problem, no one in Missouri can really say. From 2001 to 2006, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services said 265 carbon monoxide poisonings were reported in Missouri, including 148 deaths. The reports range from a low of 14 in 2005 to more than 90 in 2002. 

One difficulty for the health department employees who track carbon monoxide poisonings is spotty reporting. "State law says they are supposed to be reported, but there's no penalty," said Randy Maley, an environmental health specialist with the department. 

Illinois, which reported nearly 1,200 carbon monoxide poisonings in 2006 alone, imposed a new law Jan. 1 requiring all homes and apartments to have carbon monoxide detectors within 15 feet of sleeping quarters. An 89-year-old Woodstock, Ill., woman who purchased a detector Jan. 2 credited it with saving her life four days later when the flue from a furnace boiler malfunctioned. 

The Illinois law was a priority for firefighting agencies around the state, said Patty Thompson, spokeswoman for the Illinois State Fire Marshal. No door-to-door inspections will be conducted, she said, but when local firefighters respond to a dwelling they will check for working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. If they are absent the homeowner will be given a warning. If the detectors are not installed by the time of a follow-up visit the owner of the dwelling faces a fine of up to $1,500 or six months in jail. 

Missouri has no such law, and Cape Girardeau doesn't require carbon monoxide detectors in homes in its ordinances. Such a law would be difficult to enforce, fire chief Rick Ennis said, and he's not sure a local ordinance would be any more effective than public education efforts. 

Cape Girardeau firefighters respond to an average of seven carbon monoxide incidents each year, Ennis said. 

"It is a good idea to have them," Ennis said. "It becomes difficult when you are talking about private residences to start requiring them. No matter how good an idea it is, it is a heck of a fight." 

Ennis said his home has gas heat, a gas fireplace and a wood-burning fireplace. All are potential sources of carbon monoxide, a gas released by the incomplete combustion of almost every burnable fuel. The gas is odorless and colorless, which means detecting it requires a mechanical device. 

Ennis has a carbon monoxide detector in his furnace room and one in his living room near the door leading to the garage. 

Unlike smoke from a fire, which rises because it is warm, carbon monoxide is likely to disperse through the atmosphere indoors, Ennis noted. That means a carbon monoxide detector can be placed conveniently and use an electrical outlet. 

A detector with a plug "is the simplest, easiest device," Ennis said. "But if you lose your power, you better have a battery backup." 

Carbon monoxide detectors available at area hardware stores range in price from $24 to $50. Some available at Elias Ace Hardware on North Kingshighway sound an alarm when readings rise, while others show the concentrations of the gas. Normal levels of carbon monoxide in the atmosphere shouldn't register any readings. 

Fred Elias, owner of the hardware store, said he has sold 40 detectors in the past month, some as a result of publicity about the new Illinois law and some as a result of news reports about carbon monoxide poisonings following the ice storms. 

Elias credits the detectors in the home of a friend with saving him from carbon monoxide poisoning. "I was spending the weekend in St. Louis, and the CO detector woke us up," he said. "He had a gas fireplace, and it was either putting CO off or taking oxygen out of the air." 

Elias has two detectors in his home, one in the furnace room and one near the bedrooms. "I'm a fairly careful person." 

The state health department education program hits a higher gear in winter months, when people use furnaces that haven't been operated during warm weather or try to make it through a power outage. "Unfortunately, we think people should understand these things and be aware of the danger," Maley said. "Then somebody leaves the car running in the garage and someone ends up dying. And sometimes it is as crazy as someone smoking turkeys in their basement. 

"Our job is to remind people that everything that burns gives off carbon monoxide, and they need to be aware of that," Maley said.

