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Pioneering And Weber to Work Together to Bring Innovation to the Grill Industry  **HPBA**
Marketwire.com

January 10, 2007
MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO -- (MARKET WIRE) -- January 10, 2007 -- Pioneering Technology Inc. (TSX VENTURE: PIO) of Mississauga, Ontario, ("Pioneering"), and Weber-Stephen Products Co., of Palatine, Illinois ('Weber") announced today that they have agreed to collaborate in developing new technologies for the Gas Grill "Barbecue" industry.

This collaborative working partnership incorporates innovations already in development at both Weber and Pioneering, and will focus on developing new technologies that enhance the customer's overall grilling experience.

"We are very pleased to be partnering with the best brand name in Barbecues. As pioneers of the 'American Backyard Barbecue', Weber embraces new ideas that enhance the barbecuing experience for their many customers around the world. We are very pleased that Weber sees merit in our developing technologies and we are excited to have the opportunity to contribute to the next generation of Weber® grills. We look forward to a long and mutually rewarding partnership," said Kevin Callahan, President and CEO of Pioneering.

Jim Stephen, President and CEO of Weber said, "We have been committed to delivering the perfect grilling experience for over 50 years. Weber prides itself on designing and introducing new ideas that enhance the barbecuing experience for our customers. We have been very impressed with Pioneering and their innovative technologies. We look forward to working with them to develop products that will add value to our retail partners and for Weber grill owners."

The Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association's (HPBA) "2005 State of the Barbecue Industry Report" states that over 85 million households in America own a grill and more than 10 million new propane and natural gas grills were shipped in 2005,an increase of over 15%. The 2005 report also revealed a 10 percent increase in consumers who are complementing their patios with larger grills. One-quarter of those grill owners surveyed said they plan to purchase a new grill in the very near future.

Callahan went on to say that, "This is an industry that is looking for differentiation. Our engineers have been working hard to bring meaningful new technology to this industry and with a partner like Weber we believe that we will be successful in doing so."

About Weber-Stephen Products Co.

Weber-Stephen Products Co., headquartered in Palatine, Illinois, is the premier manufacturer of charcoal and gas grills, grilling accessories and other outdoor room products. In 1952, founder George Stephen sparked a backyard revolution with his invention of the Weber® kettle. More than 50 years later, the family-owned company remains the industry leader with its Weber® Weber® Q™ and Ducane® brands. As a leading exporter of grills, Weber brand products are sold worldwide at select home centers, hardware stores, department stores, patio stores, and other retail outlets. For more information visit www.weber.com.

About Pioneering Technology Inc.

Pioneering, an "Energy Smart" product innovation company based in Mississauga, Ontario, creates platform and derivative technologies that manage, control and transform heat into useful forms of energy. Pioneering engineers and brings to market energy smart solutions for consumer products making them safer, smarter and/or more efficient. Pioneering trademarks include Safe-T-element™, Battery Eliminator™ and Powergrill™. For more information visit: www.pioneeringtech.com.

This news release contains certain forward-looking statements that reflect the current views and/or expectations of the Company with respect to its performance, business and future events. Such statements are subject to a number of risks, uncertainties and assumptions. Actual results and events may vary significantly.

Marks, Burgess join Ontonagon Village Council

Ironwood Daily Globe (Ironwood, MI)

January 9, 2007

Jan Tucker
ONTONAGON -- 

The council approved an outdoor furnace ordinance which, in addition to governing outdoor burning of all kinds, also regulates the outdoor wood burners. Prior to the approval, Al Hayes of Ontonagon noted that National Public Radio this week had a special program on the outdoor furnaces, citing some of the problems. One claim was that the emission levels of the furnaces are four times more than the emissions of a diesel truck parked with the engine on for one hour.

In the discussion of the council prior to the vote, Councilman Bill Johnson said the members have talked to those with concerns about the ordinance who spoke at a recent public hearing.

"I think we have reached a document which is mutually agreeable," Johnson said.

Councilman John Harris voted no on the new ordinance, which was supported by the remaining council members.

The first request for a variance on the set back of the ordinance was received from Skip and Sandy Schulz and the public hearing on that request and one for a variance on an accessory building removal was set for 5 p.m. on Feb. 12.

.

Wood pellet shortage heats up prices

Reno Gazette-Journal (Reno, NV)

January 10, 2007

Steve Timko
A wood pellet shortage has hit the Reno area, leaving people to pay more than double for the environmentally-friendly fuel than they did a year ago.

One Oregon wood pellet manufacturer said a pellet shipment should arrive at Lowe's stores next week as suppliers try to catch up with demand.

Stacy Penrose of Reno said when she installed a wood pellet-burning stove 18 months ago for $3,500, she cut $100-a-month from her winter fuel bill for her 1,800 square-foot home. She paid $3 a bag for pellets last year when several stores sold them.

"It was so easy to buy," Penrose said. "You could walk in and buy the whole pallet. I had no problem."

Price tag shock

This year the price is $8 a bag, available at only a few stores.

Penrose is glad she kept her old heating system.

Two Oregon wood pellet manufacturers blamed the shortage on a sharp increase in the use of wood pellet stoves and a decline in sawdust used to make the pellets.

"Reno and Northern California are particularly hard hit this winter," said Stan Elliot, sales and marketing manager for Bear Mountain Forest Products.

After energy prices started rising, the sales of wood pellet stoves shot up 76 percent last year, Elliot said. In addition, the housing market became soft, so saw mills are turning out less sawdust and shavings, Elliot said.

"There was less and less material to make the pellets while there was a corresponding increase in pellet stoves," Elliot said.

Shipped to other places

A lot of the wood pellets being shipped to the United States from British Columbia now are going to Europe, he said.

Financing additional wood pellet-creation facilities and getting required federal and state permits is a 12- to 16-month process, Elliot said. His company and others have production facilities coming, he said.

His company is bringing in pellets from Canada that should be on the shelves in Lowe's stores in the Reno area beginning next week, Elliot said.

Chris Sharron, president of West Oregon Wood Products, agreed with the crunch being caused by increased stove sales and a slump in the lumber industry. He and Elliot said they have been running their wood pellet production around the clock.

Sharron said another reason for the shortage in the West is that manufacturers here have been sending their pellets to the Midwest and East Coast because of shortages there.

"I've been doing this for 18 years. This is the first year we've had a shortage in the West," Sharron said. "My feeling is this is a short-term issue and it will correct itself."

Selling like hot cakes

Paul Archie of Reno Rock was one of the few places that had the pellets Monday. He expected to be sold out by the end of the day, but is expecting another two trucks at the end of the week.

"I'm getting hundreds of calls a day for these things," Archie said.

People are driving from California to get them.

"I've never seen something sell like this," Archie said.

He was selling them for $7.99 for a 40-pound bag.

"For the price of trucking them from the East Coast, we had to pass them on to the customer," Archie said.

Safeway in Sparks reported Tuesday afternoon it had 40-pound bags for $6.99.

Denise Wright said her Wright Outdoor Center in Spanish Springs has a 10-page list of customers who want the pellets. She also thinks the supply is not there because of the popularity of the wood pellets.

Wright wants to get a larger storage area so she can buy more pellets for her customers.

"The last two years the growth has been tremendous, and that's when we noticed the difficulty," Wright said. "I'm getting steady truckloads, so I'm hoping I'll be fine."

The Washoe District Health Department estimates about 4,710 homes in Washoe County had wood pellet stoves last winter.

Pellet shortage leaves some in the cold; Residents scramble to get fuel ahead of chilly weekend

Monterey Herald (Monterey, CA)

January 11, 2007

Brian Lee
An approaching cold snap has pellet stove owners scrambling to find available fuel or face huddling under blankets this weekend.

A slowdown in construction and one of its byproducts -- sawdust -- has made pellet fuel extremely difficult to find.

"It's been crazy," said Chris Olow, owner of Hacienda Hay and Feed in Carmel Valley, who sells 40-pound pellet bags. "I had no clue there were so many people out there. I get 10 to 20 calls a day. We had a 150-bag delivery to sell yesterday, and by 1 o'clock we sold out. One guy drove down from Gilroy just to buy five bags."

Pellet stove owners without garage stockpiles have had to take extreme measures to secure fuel. The search is becoming more desperate for Central Coast residents who rely on pellet fuel as their only source of heat. Temperatures are expected to drop into the 20s in coming days.

Marianne Harris of Scotts Valley turned to an online message board. After some helpful responses, she found a store in the East Bay with pellets in stock.

"We drove over 55 miles one way, and we were the fourth in line," she said.

The store is rationing its supplies to a maximum of 10 bags per customer but doesn't expect to run out, said Dominic Frusiano at Custom Fireplace, Patio and BBQ in Dublin. "We have plenty right now and expect about a 140-ton truckload per week," he said.

A decline in the California housing market is to blame for the shortage of pellets, said Steve Adair of Monterey Spa & Stove.

"The problem this year is that the housing starts are down, and as a result, the source is not there for the pellets," said Adair.

Pellet manufacturers compress sawdust from lumber mills that might otherwise end up as waste, said Don Kaiser, executive director of Pellet Fuels Institute in Virginia. A slowdown in construction has led to a decrease in the demand for the lumber from which the sawdust for pellets comes.

While the price of a 40-pound bag of pellets has almost doubled, from $4 last year to $7, Kaiser said the price should return to normal by summer.

"It is supply and demand," said Kaiser. "Over a long period of time the price has been relatively stable."

Kaiser warns stove users thinking of substituting another fuel for pellets to think twice.

"It is a very bad idea," he said. "You will damage your stove and you need to be especially careful when working with fire."

The approaching cold front may make for a chilly weekend for stove owners without fuel.

"Here in Monterey we are expecting Saturday morning to be the coldest part of the weekend at about 30 degrees," said Diana Henderson of the National Weather Service. The forecast low temperature for Salinas is 28 degrees, 23 degrees for King City.

The governor's Office of Emergency Services has worked with the National Guard to make armories across the state, including those in Gilroy, Santa Cruz and Monterey, available as warming areas.

State Public Health Officer Dr. Mark Horton warned the public to avoid using outdoor heating devices, such as barbecues that can produce deadly carbon monoxide, in the home.

"You want to make sure you have the proper fuel," he said. "Stay in a warm place, and be sure to wear appropriate layered clothing."

Warm welcome: Stylish, fuel-efficient fireplaces and stoves set the mood

Midstate Living and The News Journal (Wilmington, DE) 

January 10, 2007

Al Kemp

In the dead of winter, stoves and fireplaces are always hot sellers.

"I have customers that want to take out the fireplaces that came with their homes and put in something better," said Tom Minio, owner of the Home Comfort Store in Dover.

Some customers come to his shop simply searching for something that looks nicer, such as fireplace inserts that bathe a room in a warm glow if not much actual warmth.

Other customers walk in wanting to feel the burn. Often what they're looking for is a wood pellet stove.

Wood pellets, a renewable fuel source sold in 40-pound bags, can produce 20,000 Btus (British thermal units) for 24 hours for a little over $5.

That's more expensive than natural firewood but cheaper than oil, LP gas and electric heat.

A popular model at Minio's shop is the Empress, manufactured by Enviro. In the ultra-glossy Diamond Black finish, it is priced at $1,850. The installed price is about $3,000, depending on the venting requirements.

If pellets seem like too much fuss, then a free-standing, gas-burning stove may be just the thing.

The Stardance, manufactured by Vermont Castings, radiates warmth and ambience with no fuss at all.

It works much like a gas range. It needs no venting, only a natural gas line. The floor model costs $1,900.

For the ultimate in fuel efficiency, consider the ultimate alternative fuel: corn.

The Auburn, manufactured by St. Crois, burns corn as well as wood pellets.

"Corn as a fuel is just now starting to become more popular," said Joe Worts, a salesman at Home Comfort Store.

The cost to heat a room for 24 hours with corn is about $2, making it cheaper than wood, coal, natural gas, pellets, oil, LP gas and electric.

The installed price is $3,500 to $3,800 depending on ventilation requirements.

Farm show features "wave of the future" in renewable energy products

49abcnews.com (Topeka, KS)

January 10, 2007
Three hundred companies and 550 booths are among the attractions at the Topeka Farm Show

"We've got all the new technology that's coming into farming and ranching over the last several years," said Steve Guenthner, an organizer with the Topeka Farm Show.

Several booths and companies will focus on renewable energy and how to incorporate that into an agricultural operation.

Gasoline and utility bills have hurt farmers' pocketbooks in recent years. To offset those expenses, some consumers have checked into corn-burning and wood pellet stoves. The show features six manufacturers of those products.

Topeka Farm Show

    * When: Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2007, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

    * Where: Kansas Expocentre, Topeka

    * Cost: Free

    * Age limit: All ages

Home and hearth beauty; Ironwork artist creates permanent art

Idaho Mountain Express and Guide (Ketchum, ID)

January 10, 2007

Sabrina Dana Plasse
    As winter hits its stride in Sun Valley, the familiar smells of burning wood linger in the mountain air beckoning outdoor enthusiasts for a huddle around a fireplace. Fireplaces are a serious business, and Robert Wiederrick's talent for creating ironwork specific to a home's hearth is his business.

    Since 1989 Wiederrick has been working as a black smith artist, creating fireplace screens as well as furniture, light fixtures and railings. He has been featured in "Ironwork: Dynamic Details" by Dona Z. Meilach. This is Meilach's third book on ironwork in which Widerrick appears.

    "I work with a client's taste," Wiederrick said. "I try to work with what best fits their house. I don't have one style. I am an architectural chameleon that way."

    Wiederrick has a display case in Giacobbi Square, but for the most part his business is word of mouth. He has created ironwork for homes in Maine and as far away as Germany.

    Aside from screens and accessories, Wiederrick has had to pick-up a few other skills along the way to make his metalwork last.

    "Sometimes I have had to mortar the screen in myself, and have had to learn to point in the screens," he said.

    A resident of Hailey, Wiederrick is a full-time blacksmith artist and understands that, for many, being an artist blacksmith is a hobby. Although he tries very much to keep to a 40-hour workweek, sometimes projects need more time, and Wiederrick has seen an increase in his business, especially in the Boise area.

    "It is a specialized field of the arts," Wiederrick said. "Some pieces have taken 100 hours to make."

